
ISSUE NUMBER 154 ~ SEPTEMBER 2007          

 

ISSUE NUMBER 154 • SEPTEMBER 2007 • Registered with the Civic Trust • www.chichestersociety.org.uk • PRICE 50p 

  
  

T H E CH I CH EST ER SOCI ET Y 
  NewsletteNewsletteNewsletterrr   

Inside this issue, completing 20 issues of member production of your 
Newsletter:- 
 
 

·  The Buttermarket: its history and the City Council’s plans for its future 
 

·  A Transport Strategy for Chichester: report of  the Stakeholders’ meeting on 24th July 
 

·  No to Cycling on Footpaths! Says our new columnist Cicestrian  
 

·  The Rolls Royce plant at Westhampnett: a local success story 
 

·  The New Mayor : Councillor Ray Brown 
 

·   Notice of our AGM to be held on Wednesday 17th October 2007 
 

·  Topical Gardening advice from Trudi Harrison 

Pages One  and Two from our first member-produced newsletter in December 2002 
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The Buttermarket: its History and  
the City Council’s Plans 

 

The Chichester Buttermarket, or Market Hall as it 
was originally called, is a Grade II*  Listed Building 
and a much loved and popular feature of Chichester. 
 

Early History 
 

In 1802, the then Chichester Corporation agreed that 
the holding of markets in different parts of the city 
was extremely inconvenient to both the inhabitants 
and traders and decided to establish a fixed market 
in some place. However this original plan although 
described as ‘so desirable in itself’  was abandoned 
the following year on the grounds of the ‘great  
expense’  that would be incurred.   
 

In 1806 the matter was raised again and it was 
agreed that a Mar-
ket House should 
be erected in a cen-
tral part of the City 
if ground could be 
obtained. A Mr 
William Humphry 
now offered to sell 
two dwel l i ng 
houses in North 
Street for £650. 
This offer was ac-
cepted, the site was 
cleared and an Act 
of Parliament ob-
tained to allow the 
provision of a 
Market House. The 
conveyance for the 
sale of the land is 
now in the West Sussex Record Office. 
 

John Nash, Surveyor General to King George III, 
was invited to design the building. His plans, which 
are now in the possession of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, were approved in August 1806 
and show a single story building with the familiar 
portico and seven wooden stalls down each side. 
The rear of the hall was open with a fish market  
behind.  
 

The Opening 
 

The Market Hall opened for business on 20th January 
1808 and a table of the tolls was displayed. The stall 
holders were charged one shilling a day for their 
stall and set amounts for the produce they wished to 

sell. These charges give an indication of the kind of 
items sold which included butter, cheese, game, fish, 
fruit, eggs and meat. Typical charges for produce 
were 2d for every turkey or goose, 1d for every gal-
lon of cockles or mussels and 2d for every sucking 
pig – live or dead. 
 

The Twentieth Century Changes 
 

In 1900 the original Market Hall was remodelled to 
make the most of this central site. The original 
wooden stalls and the fish market were removed and 
an additional storey was added to create what was 
originally described as a Technical Institute and later 
as the Art Annex of Chichester College of Further 
Education.  The sculptor Eric Gill was a pupil here 

and there are still 
people in Chich-
ester who studied 
art there. 
 

Moving on to 
more recent times 
the present units, 
including those in 
the centre, were 
constructed by 
the City Council 
in the mid 1950©s.  
 

In the last decade 
the City Council 
has carried out 
various works of 
repair and refur-
bishment to the 
B ut t ermar k et . 

These have included the wheel chair access ramp 
outside ©Lunch Box©, improvements to the drains, 
improved security, the removal of the condemned 
gas heaters on the first floor and their replacement 
with electric heating and the repainting of the exte-
rior. 
 

The Need for Change  
 

A recent structural survey, carried out by the City 
Council©s surveyors, Nash and Partners, identified 
substantial work that needed to be done and con-
cluded  ©….The time has come where a fundamental 
refurbishment project is required to extend the life of 
the property and to protect the fabric'. This work, 
which includes a new roof and other major works, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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can only be done in the absence of the tenants so the 
existing leases are not being renewed in order to  
allow this work to take place. 
 

At the present time the City Council are working 
with professional advisers to find a suitable develop-
ment partner to take forward a scheme of refurbish-
ment. A decision will be made later in the year. 
 

The City Council has always been mindful of the 
position of the existing business, and meetings were 
held with them in September 2006 and March 2007 
to explain the City Council©s intentions. 
 

The City Council©s management of the Buttermarket 
is a commercial operation and the existing rents are 
set on a commercial basis and are subject to regular  
review.  
 

The City Council continues to emphasise its inten-
tion both to retain the freehold ownership of the But-
termarket and, in accordance with the undertaking 
given in the Town Plan, to ensure that the refur-
bished Buttermarket will contain small to medium 
sized units. It will not be let to a sole trader.  
 

Chichester City Council’ s proposals to appoint a  

development partner for the Buttermarket are  
progressing further. The Council have decided that 
all the six firms who submitted an expression of  
interest in response to an advertisement in the 
‘Estates Gazette’  will now move to the next stage of 
the selection process. Five of the six firms have  
development experience in Sussex. 
 

One option for the City Council to consider would 
be for the development partner to pursue the ques-
tion of obtaining planning permission and Listed 
Building Consent in respect of the applications that 
were withdrawn as result of the objection lodged by 
English Heritage.  
 

In accordance with undertakings previously given, 
the existing businesses who have indicated a wish to 
return to a refurbished Buttermarket will have the 
opportunity to discuss their wishes with the develop-
ment partner. 
 

It is expected that the City Council will make a final 
decision on a development partner by November 
2007. 
    Rodney Duggua 
  Clerk to Chichester City Council 

(Continued from page 2) 

The New Mayor: Councillor Ray Brown 
Ray has been a member of Chichester City Council 
since 1991 and has been Mayor once before in 1997-
98. His Mayoress is his wife, 
Margaret, and his Mayor’s 
Chaplin is Canon David  
Nason, Priest Vicar at Chich-
ester Cathedral.  The Mayoral 
Charity for the year is 
‘Friends of Chichester Hospi-
tals’ . 
 

During his 16 years on the 
City Council he has served as 
Bailiff and Deputy Mayor and 
he has twice served as Chair-
man of the Planning and  
Conservation Committee and 
twice as Chairman of the 
Community Affairs  
Committee. 
 

He was born in Portsmouth 
but has lived in Chichester for 
30 years and he and Margaret have a married son, 
Andrew, who lives in Montreal, Canada. 
 

Ray is now self-employed as a Building &  
Planning Consultant.  This followed his    

redundancy after 25 years of working for the NHS 
Estates Department where he was based at the Royal 

West Sussex Hospital, St Rich-
ard’s and Graylingwell. 
 

His interests include football, 
cricket and he would like to do 
more walking on the South 
Downs.  He is an active com-
mittee member of both of 
Chichester’s Twinning Associa-
tions - with Chartres, France 
and Ravenna, Italy.  He is a  
Director of the Greyfriars 
Housing Association and also a 
Trustee of Dear’s Charity 
(which owns 4 almshouses in 
Riverside Road). 
 

During his year as Mayor he 
hopes to draw people’s atten-
tion to the Main Hall at  
Graylingwell Hospital and its 

potential community use.  He also hopes to see the 
existing Graylingwell buildings developed before 
they deteriorate any further. 
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NO to Cycling on Pavements!  
 

Writes Cicestrian, our new columnist  
The law is being broken hundreds of times every day 
of the week in Chichester.  
 

Not surprisingly, no-one does anything about it, be-
cause police officers - our law enforcers - are among 
the offenders, as photographs sent to the local news-
paper have testified. Their fellow transgressors  
include postmen, paper boys and girls and whole  
legions of students, local residents and visitors. 
 

They are all guilty of cycling on pavements, a  
reckless and irresponsible practice that is steadily and 
progressively increasing in the city. 
 

No sensible person can 
deny that cycling is a 
healthy and environmen-
tally friendly way of  
getting about, and our 
local authorities have a 
whole raft of policies  
intended to encourage 
and support it. Their aim 
is to make Chichester a 
©cycling city,© with in-
creased numbers of spe-
cially designated routes 
and facilities for cycling. 
 

But cycling on the pave-
ments is an anti-social 
menace. It is nothing 
more than a form of  
yobbism - and maybe we 
should start calling the 
offenders yobbists, to 
distinguish them from the 
more socially minded cyclists and from conventional 
yobbos, who make people©s lives a misery in other 
ways. 
 

It is generally accepted that laws ignored by large 
numbers of individuals, and not enforced by the  
police, may as well be dropped from the statute book. 
This point must surely be reached soon with these 
pestiferous pedallers, unless something is done. 
 

I am personally so irritated by this that I am often 
sorely tempted to thrust my umbrella into the spokes 
of a bike which hurtles silently up behind me and 
flashes past within inches. Unfortunately, I could find 

myself sending an officer of the law crashing to the 
ground. 
 

The hard fact remains that pavements were provided 
and designed for pedestrians, and cyclists are pre-
cluded from them by force of law. 
 

I have heard senior police officers questioned on the 
issue, and the response is that officers are better em-
ployed catching burglars or arsonists - in other words, 
perpetrators of serious crimes. 
 

This would be easier to accept if there was not a veri-
table army of enforcers, including traffic wardens and 

community wardens, en-
gaged in clobbering mo-
torists for parking of-
fences. This is a legiti-
mate and necessary func-
tion to reduce congestion, 
but it is also, of course, a 
substant i al  revenue 
earner, while any attempt 
to tackle the perils of the 
pavement would probably 
produce little hard cash. 
However, a few publi-
cised court cases every 
few weeks would at least 
start to get the message 
home. 
 

To be fair, a small number 
of the guilty do make an 
effort to cycle along 
slowly and carefully. But 
the vast majority, includ-

ing many young men and women, clearly believe 
they have a God-given right to barge along at high 
speed, past front doors, garden gates, parked cars 
and across intervening road junctions, weaving in and 
out of pedestrians, without looking to the left or right. 
 

There have been accidents, and I©ve no doubt some 
also go unreported. One day, inevitably, there will be 
serious injuries, or even a fatality, if a pedestrian, un-
aware of the oaf bearing down from behind, suddenly 
decides to make a detour to pick up a £1 coin from 
the ground - or maybe, more altruistically, to help an 
old lady across the road. 



ISSUE NUMBER 154 ~ SEPTEMBER 2007   5      

 

Romani Roots Sat 15 – Sun 16 Sept 
A celebration of Gypsy culture with displays, 
demonstrations, music and information about 
the traditional Romani way of life. From 
10.30am – 6pm.   
 

Autumn Countryside Show 
Sat 6 and Sun 7 October  
Come and experience the sights, sounds and 
smells of a traditional harvest: enjoy heavy 
horses ploughing, vintage tractors, steam 
threshing, a Wood Show and countryside crafts 
to browse and buy. From 10.30am – 6 pm.  
 

Autumn Action Half Term activities 
Monday 22nd to Fr iday 26th October  -  
Wickedly wonderful seasonal activities, fun 
and farming for accompanied children of all 
ages! Make a mini scarecrow; discover an inter-
esting use for the humble apple; carve a really 
scary pumpkin; and enjoy arts, crafts and much 
more. Activities from 11am – 4pm, under  
cover  if wet. 
 

Open 10.30am – 6pm. Adults £8.25; over  60s 
£7.25; children £4.40; family (2+3) £22.65. 
Children under 5 free. 
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ACCOUNTANCY, AUDITING  
and TAXATION 

BUSINESS PLANS and 
START-UP SCHEMES 

A FULL RANGE OF FINANCIAL 
 and BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

First Half-Hour Consultation Free 
 

93 ALDWICK ROAD,  
BOGNOR REGIS 

PO21 2NW 
Telephone (01243) 861521�

Mary Corell 
SCHOOL OF ITALIAN 
Courses at all levels start on Tuesday  

SEPTEMBER 11th 2006 and are held at 
Fernleigh, 40 North St, Chichester 

Come and learn the language  
in the language 

 

ENQUIRIES: 01243 513146 

We Remember Owen Evans:  Chairman of the Society 1999-2001 

Owen was born at Kenfig Hill, near Bridgend, and he was 
always very proud of being Welsh. He left school at 15, 
and studied at night school in Cardiff before graduating 
from Manchester College of Technology. He was an  
engineering apprentice at Metropolitan Vickers in Man-
chester, and he eventually became a 
Chartered Engineer and Fellow of 
the Institutions of both Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineers - a rare dis-
tinction. 
 

His working life took him on  
missions to Malaysia, Australia, 
Russia and (frequently) to South  
Africa, where his expertise with 
winding gear in gold and diamond 
mines was greatly valued. He  
married his first wife, Mona, in 
1948. 
 

Owen’s work then took him to 
Rugby, where their 2 daughters grew 
up, and later to Bedford, before they 
had a fortunate move to Chichester 
within 10 years of his retirement. Unfortunately, Mona 
became ill here, and died in 1982.  
 

Two years later Owen married Mary, who had been wid-
owed at much the same time, so they had 23 very happy 
years together. 
 

Owen always had a very active mind. He enjoyed dinghy 
sailing as a young man, and turned to fly fishing later. He 
was Founder and Secretary of the Rother Valley Fly Fish-

ers Guild. 
He was always active in local affairs. He was Founder 
and Chairman of the Social Democratic Party in Chiches-
ter, as well as Secretary and Chairman of the Summers-
dale Residents’  Association. 
 

Owen was for several years a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of 
the Chichester Society. After serving 
as Deputy Chairman he became 
Chairman for 2 years in 1999. His 
background in engineering was al-
ways helpful in the consideration of 
technical and highway matters.  
 

He had a greatly responsive nature 
that enabled him to see all sides 
of local issues, as well to reconcile 
the personalities involved. This was a 
tremendous help to everyone on the 
Society’s Committee.  
 

In April Owen was admitted to resi-
dential care in Chichester, where it 
was discovered that he had cancer. 

He and Mary moved to Reading in May to be nearer their 
family and for Owen©s nursing care. Mercifully those car-
ing for him in both places were able to make him com-
fortable, and he died extremely peacefully in June. 
 

The Society©s thoughts go out to Mary. We give thanks 
for the good quality of his life, and for all that he was able 
to give to Chichester, particularly through the Society. 
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars L imited 
 

"Strive for perfection in everything you do." Sir Henry Royce 
 
The Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Chief Engineer and Founder gave us these words over 100 years 
ago, and they remain the cornerstone of the company philosophy.  
 

When the new Phantom was unveiled in January 2003, it marked a renaissance for arguably 
the most famous name in the automotive world; a name that has become synonymous with ex-
cellence.  
 
The new Phantom was the result of an intense four-year design and engineering programme 
that not only produced an entirely new motor car, but also established a new company and a 
new manufacturing plant at Goodwood in West Sussex. At the time, it was described as “the 
last great adventure in motoring” .  
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Today Phantom is the best-selling super-luxury car in the world. In 2006, 806 Phantoms were 
sold in over 50 countries world-wide, the highest number of Rolls-Royces sold for 16 years.  
 
This summer the new Phantom Drophead Coupé joined the Rolls-Royce range.  The two-door, 
four-seat convertible is a less formal interpretation of classic Rolls-Royce design. Hand-built  
using the finest quality materials to the exacting standards of Rolls-Royce, the new Phantom 
Drophead Coupé is exciting customers around the world. The waiting list is currently in excess 
of 18 months. 
 

Ian Robertson, Chairman and Chief Executive of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, recently confirmed 
that work has begun on a new model series to be launched within the next three years. The new 
car will be smaller than the Phantom. Planning permission has already been granted to  
expand business operations at Goodwood. 
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A Transpor t Strategy for Chichester  
Report of a Stakeholders’ Meeting on 24th July 

This very welcome and very useful meeting was organised 
by West Sussex County Council with participants invited 
from various Chichester organisations including the CDC, 
City Council, the Chamber of Commerce, Stagecoach, 
Highways Agency, Arun & Chichester Business Associa-
tion, Planning for Economic Prosperity (PEP), Sussex  
Enterprise and West Sussex Economic Partnership. 
Three members of your Committee were present on behalf 
of The Chichester Society (David Wilson, David Laing 
and me) Michael Woolley was also present in his City 
Councillor capacity.  
 

The timing of the meeting was ideal for the Society as 
your Committee had developed detailed proposals to 
“Contain the Car and Reclaim the Streets”  which were 
published in the March 2007 Newsletter.  
 

A27 Improvements  
“ Approved in Pr inciple”  
 

After an introduction by the 
WSCC Cabinet member for 
Highways, Councillor Tex 
Pemberton, Colin McKenna, 
WSCC’s Head of Highways 
and Transport outlined the con-
text. He said that Government 
approval in principle had been 
given to the A27 improve-
ments at the existing A27 junc-
tions for commencement in 
2014-15. However, the final 
approval  stage involving 
“programme entry”  had not 
been reached yet. The Govern-
ment had also approved in princi-
ple £10 million of associated 
works, to be proposed jointly by WSCC 
and the Highways Agency (the national 
body responsible for the A27). The Con-
ference would help as part of the consul-
tation process to determine some of the 
content of those works. 
 

Sam Howes, CDC’s Deputy Chief Execu-
tive, outlined the CDC’s Parking Strat-
egy. There were 800 parking spaces within the ring road 
and 3,000 outside (including Northgate, Avenue de Char-
tres and  Cattle Market). A net loss of 221 spaces was 
planned (the gross figure of 316 from replacement by new 
inner city developments being partly offset by additional 
spaces at the Westgate Leisure Centre).  
 

Your Chairman then outlined the Society’s policy on Con-
taining the Car. This was followed by a presentation from 
WSP who have been selected as consultants by WSCC. 
 

 

Objectives 
 

WSP began by discussing what the objectives for Chich-
ester should be. The list they gave was largely unexcep-
tionable but in presenting it here the objectives have been 
grouped in order of importance as we rank them:- 

 

The key objectives 
·  Creating a better environmental ambience 
·  Reducing congestion 
·  Improving air quality 
 

Worthy but less important 
·  Making Chichester safer (we are already very safe) 
·  Enhancing economic activity and creating employ-

ment opportunities 
·  Making Chichester more sustainable 
·  Helping to tackle global warming 
 

Not desirable 
·  Facilitating future development. 

 

Consequences of  
Doing Nothing 
 

WSP pointed out that if noth-
ing is done about traffic in and 
around the city, the conse-
quences are forecast as fol-
lows:- 
 

·  Traffic would grow by 
30% by 2025. 
·  Average speeds in Chich-
ester town centre would de-
crease. By 2025, speeds are 
predicted to be 25% lower than 

2003. 
·  Total travel time by 2025 

would be 60% higher than 2003. 
·  Queuing would increase 70% by 
2025. 
 

Four Options 
 

WSP said they had developed four op-
tions to be considered for tackling the 
problems. These were:- 
 

1. Do Minimum 
2. Demand Management Option 
3. Cordon Charge - Inner Cordon  
4. Cordon Charge - Outer Cordon 

 

Colin McKenna made clear that WSCC was not commit-
ted to any of the options and WSP outlined the substantial 
further work required, including:  

·  An in depth study of the modelling results to  
 understand fully the implications 

(Continued on page 9) 

Coming to Chichester in 2015; 
Park and Ride and/or Congestion Charge? 
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·  Establishing the business case for the options 
·  Assessing the implications and considering the 

outcomes from today’s event 
·  Recommending alternative ways forward 

 

The four options are summarised in the table below. 
 

The A27 improvements include new flyovers at Bognor 
Road and Fishbourne junctions and some improvements to 
the Portfield roundabout. In addition left turns only will be 
allowed at the Stockbridge, Oving Road and Whyke Road 
junctions (except for buses). 
 

The Extended Controlled Parking Zone (common to all 
four options) means we will have to pay for on-street  
parking in more streets.  
 

Decr iminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) means on-
street parking enforcement becomes a civil rather than a  
criminal matter. It involves the Local Authority accepting 
enforcement responsibility from the Police and Traffic 
Wardens.  
 

Car Park Var iable Message Signs (VMS) indicate the 
number of available empty spaces by car park. 
 

The Cordon Charges are similar to the London Conges-

tion Charge and would be levied on all vehicles entering 
the cordoned zone. The WSP proposal is that they would 
be applied only in the morning rush hour and be waived 
for residents within the chosen cordon. 
 

WSP showed some initial studies of the impact of each 
option on traffic growth. The only really major impact 
was that of the Inner Cordon charge on traffic entering the 
city within the walls. 
 

The Meeting voted on the Options after discussion in 
groups and the results were:- Option 1: 0 votes; Option 2: 
7 votes; Option 3: 5 votes; and Option 4: 1 vote. Not sure: 
2 votes. Your Committee members present all voted for 
Option 2. On those results, doing the Minimum and the 
Outer Cordon Charge would not get support.  
 

Given something must be done, then the Inner Cordon 
charge or the use of various parking strategies (the De-
mand Management option) may receive most acceptance. 
There is scope for many variations, and one possibility 
that should be considered is a modified Option Two re-
taining some parking spaces within the ring road for the 
elderly (say over 75) not registered as disabled.  
 

Please let us have your  views!     
      Tony Dignum 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

�  = included in Option 1. Do Minimum 2. Demand  
Management  

3. £2 Inner Cordon 
Charge 

4. £2 Outer Cordon 
Charge 

A27 Improvements 
 

 
�  

 
�  

 
�  

 
�  

Parking Charges As now Present long stay car 
park charges in-
creased to present 
short stay levels 

As now As now 

Parking within city walls Reduced by 221 
spaces 

No off-street parking Reduced by 221 
spaces 

Reduced by 221 
spaces 

Extended Controlled Park-
ing Zone 

 
�  

 
�  

 
�  

 
�  

Cordon Charge around City 
Walls 

   
�  

 

Cordon Charge at  
approaches to City 

    
�  

Park and Ride  East 
(Westhampnett 
Road) 

Three sites 
(Westhampnett 
Road, Bognor Road 
and Stockbridge) 

Three sites 
(Westhampnett 
Road, Bognor Road 
and  
Stockbridge) 

Three sites 
(Westhampnett 
Road, Bognor 
Road and  
Stockbridge) 

Car Park Variable  
Message Signs (VMS) 

  
�  

 
�  

 
�  

Decriminalised Parking En-
forcement (DPE) 

 
�  

 
�  

 
�  

 
�  
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If I could sum up the delightful garden of Highleigh 
Pound Cottage in a few words it would be wood-
peckers, water voles and walnuts, for this is a gar-
den brimming 
with all of na-
ture’s gifts. It is a 
place where pris-
tine lawns and 
weed free beds 
would be an im-
possibil ity, as 
nature wields a 
mightier power 
on a fertile soil 
and gentle cli-
mate surrounded 
by unt amed 
countryside. It is 
no mean feat to 
have achieved.   
 
The garden is 
owned by Peggy 
Haynes (our 
long-serving but 
now retired  
Advertising  
Manager). I must 
say our  
octogenarians  
astound me. 
Where do you get 
the energy to  
create all these 
wonders and still look so young? Peggy Haynes has 
lived in this charming 18th century cottage for 36 
years and over time has created a sympathetic gar-
den in tune with its surroundings. She is still em-
barking on new projects like a secret garden in a 
little corner hidden from view, once she has con-
quered those troublesome weeds that had the run of 
this patch till she purchased it. I am sure it will be 
as enchanting as the rest of the garden. 
 
At the end of the garden is an old horse pond.  
Unfortunately the neighbouring farm owners saw 
fit to interfere with the natural flow by filling in the 
stream feeding it. It has caused all manner of  
problems and, though the farm owners have now 
long gone, Peggy continues to fight hard  to have it 

restored to its former glory, without disturbing the 
natural habitat of the water voles nesting in its 
banks. I do hope she succeeds, especially now with 

the increased 
rainfall thanks to 
global warming . 
Streams like the 
one removed 
were there to ab-
sorb the excess 
water running off 
the land. It is nice 
to know that 
Peggy Haynes  
has taken her role 
of riparian (a sort 
of custodian)  
seriously. I wish 
her luck in her  
battle. 
 
She had a prob-
lem with a cherry 
tree that despite 
her best efforts 
insists on curling 
up its leaves at 
the ends of 
branches and 
looking rather 
sad. The other 
fruit trees are all 
very healthy and 
I think she may 

have an infestation of a nasty little blackfly that 
likes to wreak this sort of damage to the tree in 
early spring. It lives on the underside of leaves and 
goes almost unnoticed till much later in the season 
when the fly has gone but the damage is left. A 
good mulch of compost beneath the tree this au-
tumn and again in spring, coupled with a sharp eye 
out for the little pests next spring, should eradicate 
the problem.  
 
All of us must be aware of just how vulnerable our 
plants are after all this rain. Extra thick layers of 
compost this autumn and immediate treatment of 
any fungal problems will keep your garden in fine 
fettle. 
 

A Highleigh Garden 
By Trudi Harrison 

The Garden at Highleigh 
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held on 
Wednesday 17th October 2007 at 7:30pm 

 in the Upstairs Hall, Assembly Rooms, Nor th Street, Chichester  
 

The constitution requires that the members of the Executive Committee (16 vacancies) and the Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer are elected at each A.G.M. Nominations in writing, supported by a 
seconder and with the consent of the nominee, are therefore requested. They must be received by the Hon. Secretary, 
Bill Sharp, at his address  below 14 days before the date of the meeting (i.e. by Wednesday, 3rd October). A nomi-
nation form is attached below. Please provide similar information for any other nominations. 
 

In addition to the elections, the Officers will present their Reports. Members will be encouraged to put questions and 
initiate discussion after each of the  Reports. 
 

A list of nominations received and details of any motions received will be sent by post to members as soon as possi-
ble after nominations close unless no positions are contested and no further motions are submitted. 
 

Prior to the elections the Meeting will discuss and decide on  a proposed Rule change and an accompanying Resolu-
tion as set out in the June 2007 Newsletter. The Rule Change and Resolution are set out again below in the left-hand 
box. 
 

After  the formal business is complete a glass or  two of wine or  soft dr ink and light refreshments will 
be served.  
 

At about 8:30pm, after  this interval, Mr Rick Travis, Chairman of the Chichester  Ship Canal Trust,  
will give a talk on “ the Chichester  Canal, past, present and future and its contr ibution to the city” .  
 

By order  of the Executive Committee      Bill Sharp, Hon. Secretary,  
August 22nd 2007         Whyke Lane, Chichester, PO19 2JR 

 CHICHESTER SOCIETY  
 NOMINATION FORM     

2007 

Please cut out this form and send it to Tony 
Dignum, Chairman, Highgate House, West 
Broyle Drive, Chichester PO19 3PP 
by 3rd October, 2007 

 TITLE OF OFFICE  

 NOMINEE'S NAME IN  
 BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

 NOMINEE’S ACCEPTANCE        
(SIGNED) 

 

 

PROPOSER (SIGNED)  

 SECONDER (SIGNED)  

Proposed new wording of Rule: 
(Additional new wording in bold) 
8.3 The election of the Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall 
precede that of the Executive Committee 
and no such officer shall so serve for 
more than five consecutive years unless a 
resolution is passed by not less than two 
thirds of the members present and voting 
at a general meeting to waive the restric-
tion to five consecutive years for a speci-
fied officer or officers for one year. The 
President is to take the chair solely for 
the election of Chairman and thereafter 
hand over the chair to the newly elected 
Chairman. 

 

Other existing relevant rule: 
10.1.1 Subject to the following provisions 
of this clause the Constitution may be 
altered by a resolution passed by not less 
than two thirds of the members present 
and voting at a general meeting. The no-
tice of the general meeting must include 
notice of the resolution, setting out the 
terms of the alteration proposed. 
 

Proposed specific resolution   
This general meeting agrees that the 
restriction of the term of office of the 
Chairman to five years shall be waived 
for one year in respect of Tony Dig-
num. 

Retirements have created some vacancies on your 
Committee and we need you to put yourself for -
ward for  election at the upcoming AGM. You are 
welcome whether you have relevant professional ex-
pertise or are an able generalist with a love of our city, 
good judgement, and a team player with a gift for ex-
pressing ideas clearly and effectively. As a Committee 
member you would join us at 7pm on the first Tuesday 

of each month (except August) for about 2 hours. Any further commit-
ment is up to you. I f you are interested, or if you know someone who 
could be, please contact our  Chairman,  
Tony Dignum, on 538585. 
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THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No 268055 
Registered with the Civic Trust 

 

Patron: The Mayor of Chichester 
President: David Goodman 
Vice-President: Ken Newbury 
Chairman: Tony Dignum 
Vice-Chairman: David Wilson  
Secretary: Bill Sharp 
Treasurer : Martyn Bell 
Members of the Executive Committee:  
Madeleine Keene, David Laing, Alan Russell, John 
Templeton, Ian Tomsett, Patricia Wilkinson and 
Michael Woolley   

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Annual Membership: £5  
(£7 if not by Standing Order)  
Under-18s: £2.50 
Joint Membership (double): £8.00  
( £10 if not by Standing Order) 
Corporate membership: £50.00 
L ife Membership (60 and over): 
£60 single; £ 75  joint 
 
Applications for  membership and annual  
subscriptions to the  Chairman, Highgate House, 
West Broyle Drive, Chichester  PO19 3PP  
(01243 538585) 

THE NEWSLETTER  
 

PUBLISHED BY THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY 
 

T  01243 790077  E chisoc@hotmail.com 
 Adver tising : Martyn Bell (01243 839704) 
Letters to the Editor  to the Secretary:  
Bill Sharp, 13 Whyke Lane,  Chichester  
PO19 7UR 
 

Neither the Editorial  Sub-Committee nor the Society 
necessarily subscribe to the views expressed by our 
contributors, but we believe that all shades of opin-
ion should be expressed in this newsletter. The Edito-
rial Sub-Committee reserves the right to edit as 
necessary any submitted articles and letters.  
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books 

www.chichestercanal.org.uk  

The West Sussex Primary Care Trust have finally published the 
options to be consulted on: 
 

1. Worthing Hospital to become the Major General Hospital 
for West Sussex . St Richard©s to be downgraded to a Local 
General, thereby losing all acute facilities. This would 
mean amongst many other  things NO A &  E, NO mater -
nity or  paediatr ics and NO emergency surgery at St. 
Richard’s. Princess Royal at Haywards Heath would be 
downgraded to a Community Hospital. 

 

2. St Richard©s to become the Major General Hospital for 
West Sussex. Worthing and Princess Royal would be down-
graded to Local General Hospitals. This is the only option 
that leaves West Sussex with two Local General Hospitals. 

 

3. St. Richards©s to become the Major General Hospital for 
West Sussex. Worthing to be downgraded to a Local Gen-
eral Hospital and Princess Royal to a Community Hospital. 

The Society’s Executive Committee supports  
Option 2 as the least bad option and urges all mem-
bers to do the same. (see adjacent column for  details 
of where to wr ite). Further details on 
http://www.supportstrichards.co.uk/ 

The Fight for St. Richard’s The  Shippams site: the two big retail  
units are open 

Two views of New Look - the first to open -setting 
up shop in late July 

Write to John Wilderspin, Chief Executive, 
West Sussex Pr imary Care Trust, The Cause-
way, Gor ing by Sea, Worthing , BN12 6BT 
 

I t is vital to wr ite again now as responses to the 
ear lier  consultation will be disregarded now 
new proposals are published. 

The public meeting at The Venue, Chichester, organised by the 
West Sussex Primary Care Trust, was attended by perhaps  

1000 Cicestrians, only 350 of whom were admitted. 


