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February 16, 2009
Dear Sir,
The Chichester Society supports the Chichester Conservation Area Advisory Committee (CCAAC) in its campaign to remove unnecessary clutter from our city streets. I cannot imagine that there is any objection to tidying up redundant and inaccurate signs. 
However, traders are in a difficult economic situation and understandably feel nervous about losing A‑boards. They must realise that the situation has now reached the point where the proliferation of these boards is self-defeating. 
One building society has had two A‑boards outside its premises recently. This can only encourage passers-by to ignore the advertising on the same principle that we make a cup of tea when the ads come on TV. The plethora of boards at the end of each side street presents an obstruction to pedestrians as well as a problem to those with poor vision, and again are readily ignored as ‘just another A‑board’. At Christmas there was even one A‑board directing you from North Street all the way to Sadler’s Walk! 
In general, people who live in Chichester know where particular shops are, and tourists – who also spend money in shops - do not visit cities made afflicted by a multiplicity of advertising signs. Arguments about signs on every pavement making the city look more attractive are quite specious.
The Society thinks that there is no case for shops in main streets to have more than a well‑designed fascia. Chichester has main streets wide enough for a clear view of what shops are ahead and what they have in their windows (and it would be nice and even possibly more effective to see actual merchandise, not blotted out by yet another gigantic ‘Sale’ poster!). 

Side streets are another problem. These often contain smaller specialist shops which need to be sought out only occasionally, and so may need an element of direction. We would favour a single main placard, wall-mounted where possible. There is an example in Cathedral Close off South Street. We would also suggest a change to District Council guidelines to allow the use of hanging signs in side streets, so that someone at the end of the street can see at a glance what is there.

I have been told that on an average day over 200 A‑boards can be counted on Chichester’s streets, each of which, incidentally, constitutes an illegal obstruction. We need to control this proliferation before the city is overwhelmed.

Yours sincerely

David Wilson

Hon Secretary
Examples of redundant signs and overuse of A-boards attached
