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On January 14th the Society had an opportunity to 
present its own views on the City Council’s Town 
Plan and Vision for the City at a joint meeting 
arranged with the Mayor, as follows. We were very 
pleased that one of our own Committee members, 
Dr. Alan Russell, chaired the Town Plan Working 
Group which developed the Plan. 
 

Our approach to the Plan and to setting out our own 
ideas for a Vision 
for the City takes 
the form of seeking 
answers to five key 
questions. These 
questions will recur 
year after year and 
the answers to all 
but the first will 
change with new 
circumstances. 
 

1. What do we 
wish to retain that 
makes Chichester 
so special? 
2.   What are the 
p r e s e n t 
shortcomings? 
3.   What external 
forces should we try to resist or to guide into less 
harmful channels? 
4.   What could enhance the City and enable it to 
resist external forces more effectively? 
5. What is the right framework for deciding 
whether to welcome, modify or fight new 
developments? 
 
 

What makes Chichester so special and  
what are we fighting to save?  
 

· Its rich historic past: stretching back to 
Roman times, yet still a living part of the city, 
from the surrounding walls to the cathedral at 
the centre. 

 

· Its human scale: big enough to provide 
endless interest, 
small and compact 
enough to put every 
amenity in reach. 
 

· Its variety : 
from the ancient City 
Cross four broad 
s t reets  rad ia te , 
quartering the city, in 
dramatic contrast to 
the narrow lanes 
behind. 
 

·  Its exceptional 
a t t r a c t i o n s :  a 
renowned theatre, an 
art gallery of national 
repute, a wide range 
of musical, cultural 
and sports activities, 

a lavish endowment of trees and parks, and 
surrounding countryside of great beauty. 
 

·  Its modest size: as further major expansion 
would threaten the city's uniqueness, make it  
overcrowded, and reduce the quiet enjoyment of its 
desirable features. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Our Vision for the City 
Your Society Responds to the City’s Town Plan  

The cathedral at the heart of our special City 
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But against this we 
must set some 
shortcomings 
 

·  S o m e  u g l y 
buildings, for example 
Metro House and the 
infamous Chichester 
Gate.  
 

·  T h e  g r o w i n g 
t r a f f i c ,  c r e a t i n g 
worsen ing park ing 
problems and congestion 
extending through ever 
more of the working day. 
It is further aggravated by 
those wretched level 
crossing delays; by expensive bus fares; and by the 
A27 roundabout bottlenecks.  

 

·  Too much freedom for the car within the 
City Walls and too little for the pedestrian and 
cyclist.  
 

·  Shortages of some facilities  such as good 
hotels and leisure 
facilities for young 
people. 
  

·  Some shortfalls in 
Council services. We 
would like more safe, 
linked cycle ways; an 
improved pedestrianised 
area with less excessive 
street signage and better 
surfaces; and some 
quality loos. 
 

·  The loss of some 
varied, independent 
shops. 
 

·  A shortage of 
modestly priced 
housing. 
 

What are the 
external forces that we are facing?  
 

We are all conservationists now. No council now 
threatens as it did in the past to demolish a segment 
of the inner city, nor to build a dual carriageway 
along Orchard Street. The threats now are different. 
 

We identify five big 
threats to our future. 
 

(i) The massive scale 
of present and proposed 
housing development. 
The Government plans 
about 500 homes a year 
for Chichester District in 
the period to 2016. Most 
are likely to be in and 
around the city. Beyond 
2016 the rate may be 
higher. 
 

(ii) The growth of 
motor traffic . The 
current rate of 3% a year 
will probably increase 

even faster with all the 
p r o p o s e d  h o u s i n g 

development,     creating growing jams and 
tensions over finding parking places. 
 

(iii) The keenness of public bodies to stimulate 
even more economic growth and 
employment. Yet unemployment here is only 
1.1%. Faster growth will overheat the local 

economy and drive up 
t raf f ic  congest ion, 
demand for housing, and 
pressure on schools and 
hospitals. 
 

(iv) The threat from 
f u r t h e r  g r a v e l 
extraction. Plans exist 
for sites on all sides of 
Chichester, implying 
more lorry traffic and 
more congestion. . 
 

(v) Lastly, the threat 
from the “nighttime 
e c o n o m y " . T h i s 
inc ludes dr inking, 
nightclubbing and other 
noisy activities which 
could upset residents’ 
quiet enjoyment unless 

strictly controlled. We fear new licences under 
the latest Licensing Act will aggravate the 
problems associated with excessive alcohol 
consumption.  

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Two unattractive aspects:- traffic queues and  
Metro House 

New road built for Graylingwell  housing 
development 
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What could enhance the City? 
 

·  We welcome some things which are already 
planned. These include the expansion of Art 
facilities within Pallant House, continuing County 
and District support for the Festival Theatre and our 
position as an academic centre enhanced by 
university status. 
 

·  We welcome the City Council’s proposals 
which will help preserve the best of the city, 
including improved maintenance of parks and 
gardens, open 
s p a c e s  a n d 
roundabouts and 
more pedestrian-
only streets within 
the City Walls (for 
example  The 
Pallants), and 
parts of West  and 
North Streets.  
·  We have 
some differences 
of emphasis and 
d e t a i l  o n 
transport. Thus, 
we support easier 
public transport, 
wa l k ing  and 
cycling. But in 
addition we want 
more subsidy for 
bus fares, a full 
cycle network with more cycle lanes and 
pavements widened as necessary for dual use, and 
safety measures where pedestrians have to cross 
busy roads. 

 

·  We want more support for the proposed A27 
improvements (making the Level Crossings Problem 
less relevant) and the linked park and ride schemes. 
 

·  We support a proper Bus/Rail Interchange at 
the station.  
 

·  We do not want additional decking at 
Northgate and Market car parks, but the sizeable 
County Council car park should become largely a 
public car park to provide adequate parking spaces 
for shoppers and tourists, who would also be 
encouraged by setting parking charges at a level to 
discourage all-day parking by commuters. 
 

·  We want to see reduced car access within the 
walls, limited to deliveries, residents and car park 
users.  

 

·  We agree priority should be given to 
brownfield sites but we think more housing should 
go to large villages nearby and to small towns north 
of the Downs. 
 

What is the right framework for deciding 
whether to welcome, modify or fight new 
developments? 
 

In practice the options boil down to two, either to 
expand Chichester into a commercial and retail 
centre with new business parks and shopping malls, 
or to retain Chichester as a large market town 

serving the local 
rural population 
and industries, an 
administration and 
service centre with 
diverse services 
and a range of 
shops, while also 
developing its 
present role as a 
centre for Arts, 
Culture, Leisure 
and Tourism.  
 

M o s t  p e o p l e 
replying to the 
City questionnaire, 
including Chisoc, 
said ‘No’ to the 
f i r s t  o p t i o n : 
‘Massive Retail 

and Commercial Expansion’. Chichester is already a 
large market town and its present size is the 
maximum that it should be; any bigger and its 
essential qualities would be threatened. There is 
very little development potential remaining within 
the walls apart from the car parks: and we do not 
want to lose those! Even outside the walls, the only 
large areas left for redevelopment are the bus 
station, bus garage and the nearby postal sorting 
depot, the Barracks and Graylingwell. 
 

Conclusions 
 

Chisoc would prefer the City to remain much as it is 
now in size. But if we cannot stop housing growth, 
then it should be shared among neighbouring 
communities and not simply added to the City’s 
sprawl. We also need comprehensive policies which 
reduce dependence on the car by offering good bus, 
cycling and walking facilities.  
      Tony Dignum 

(Continued from page 2) 

Just the place for a pedestrian piazza? 



THE CHICHESTER SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 4 

 

 

THE ORGANIC 
FARM SHOP 

 

The Buttermarket 
North Street  
Chichester 

 

LOCAL GOODWOOD  
ORGANIC MEAT, 

VEGETABLES, DAIRY  
PRODUCE and DRY GOODS 

 

6 days a week, 9-00am to 5-00pm 
01243 532005 
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ACCOUNTANCY, AUDITING  
and TAXATION 

BUSINESS PLANS and 
START-UP SCHEMES 

A FULL RANGE OF FINANCIAL 
 and BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

SUDLEY CHAMBERS, 8 SUDLEY RD., 
BOGNOR REGIS 

Telephone (01243) 861521�

CHICHESTER SOCIETY 

 OPEN MEETING ON 
HOUSING 

At 7. 30pm on 15th March  
See flyer for details 

Giffords,  consultants to CDC,  were asked to  
produce a management plan for the upkeep of the 
Walls, improvements in access and interpretation, 
along with policies for consideration.  
 

This is a necessary first step for getting Heritage Lottery 
funding. The process does, perhaps, beg the question as 
to why we have a system which involves Camelot to 
collect money, the HLF to admin-
ister it, and Giffords to provide 
expertise in ticking the right 
boxes, each quite properly deduct-
ing their expenses en route, when 
in a different system CDC could 
just have got on with the job!  
 

Anyway, the Walls Group has 
now met with Anne Bone, the 
CDC Heritage Development  
Manager, for a preliminary view 
of the proposals before the report 
is given to councillors for consid-
eration. The Society was repre-
sented at the meeting, as were the  
Conservation Area Advisory 
Committee, the Walls Walk Trust, 
the Archaeology Society, the City 
Council and the Cathedral. 
 

The report has a good summary of the history of the 
Walls. Although they are popularly referred to as  
Roman, the only pieces of Roman work to be seen are 
some of the bastions, and a great deal of what we now 
see is less than 200 years old, having been developed at 
that time as a promenade in the ‘Age of Elegance’. 
 

Unlike the Walls at York and Chester, few tourists  
associate Walls with Chichester, and the city’s image to 
outsiders is centred on the cathedral. Wider publicity for 
the Walls would generate more tourism and prosperity 

for the area, though your committee has doubts over 
whether a city logo based on the Walls would be more 
effective than one based on the Cathedral. 
 

The report contains a thorough ‘access survey’ consider-
ing topics such as gradients, tactile pavements, standard 
railings and step heights.  
 

Both the Society and the 
Walls group as a whole  
support the principles of  
better access for the disabled 
and better signage including 
information boards, but have 
reservations about complete 
conformity with national 
standards. We need to keep a 
distinctive identity for  
Chichester. 
 

The report comments on the 
improvements that could be 
made to improve the views 
from the Walls. Some were 
non-controversial, such as tidy-
ing up the sheds at the back of 
County Hall; others could be 
contested, for example the  
removal of the Prebendal tennis 

courts – a recommendation made without their  
knowledge! It was clear that there were no good records 
of either ownership or past maintenance, and the Walls 
Group suggested that CDC need to establish the situa-
tion quickly. The Group also agreed that English 
Heritage should be asked to ‘Schedule’ all the Walls 
as an Ancient Monument – at the moment the Walls 
are in part only ‘Listed’ which carries a lower rate of 
possible grant. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

PLANS FOR THE WALLS 
The Consultants’ Proposals and our Response 

Roman bastion, North Walls 

Books,
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COME & ENJOY A DAY OUT! 
 

Angling, Canoeing, Hire Rowboating, 
12 & 50-seater Tripboats, Walking, 

Wildlife and Refreshments. 
 

Charter one of our trip boats for that 
very special event - lunches, dinners, 
buffets, parties, corporate hospitality. 

Call 01243 670786 for details. 
 

EASTER BUNNY BOAT TRIPS 
 

These ever popular trips will take place 
as usual over the Easter period. 

Pre-booking essential. 
£7.00 adult or child. 

Details to be announced shortly. 
 

For general  
information about  

activities on the Canal 
telephone 01243 771363 

 
Chichester Canal Trading Limited 

Events 
Open House on Mothering Sunday 
26 March : A special spring day to  
welcome visitors old and new at the start 
of the season! £1 entry for everyone, plus 
our traditional bunch of daffodils for  
mothers and grandmothers! 
Easter Festivities 14-17 April 
Activities and Easter celebrations for all 
the family. Good Friday- traditional  
pastries, storytelling and music; Saturday- 
a bustling Easter market: Sunday: Feast 
Day; Monday- a lively day of games and 
activities with younger visitors in mind, 
plus an Easter bonnet parade. 
Celebrate the Taste: Food Fair  
30 April & 1 May A wonderful choice of 
quality fare to sample and buy from the 
local producers of the south east, plus 
tastings, cookery classes, demonstrations 
and children’s activities. In Association 
with A Taste of Sussex 
 

Open 10.30am — 6pm.Adults £7.95; over 
60s £6.95; children £4.25; family (2+3) 
£21.95. Children under 5 free.  

Currently maintenance has  been done only on an ad hoc 
basis, with a budget of a 
few thousand pounds per 
year. The Consultants 
have identified some  
subsidence which needs 
immediate attention, and a 
rolling programme over 5 
years costing approxi-
mately £1/2m. Grants for 
this are needed, and the 
Walls Group discussed 
how a consistent standard 
could be achieved when 
many small sections are 
privately owned, and  
suggested a benchmark for 
the maintenance budget by 
comparison with other 
walled towns. This could be 
clarified by April, as Anne 
Bone will be at the meeting of 
the English Historic Towns 
Forum. The Group pointed 
out that any work on the 
Walls implied the creation of 
regular maintenance  
programmes, from building to 
tree and flower planting to 
website updates. 
 

The report suggests involving 
the University and its History 
Department in producing an 

oral history of the Walls. The Walls Group also thought 
that the history in the report was essentially a summary, 

and that there was scope 
for a popular but accurate 
book giving more detail. 
Certainly this book would 
be a useful adjunct to edu-
cational visits. 
 

The Group reviewed the 
51 recommended policies. 
Most were non-
controversial, though 
some changes in emphasis 
did seem appropriate, and 
a lot obviously still  
depends on how much 
money is available.  
 

One other proposal dis-
cussed is  a bridge into  

Priory Park over Priory 
Road.  
 

This  bridge would continue 
the Walls Walk further south 
towards Eastgate. However,  it 
is (a) controversial, (b)  
expensive, (c) has practical 
problems and is (d) a long way 
off.  
 

 
  David Wilson 

(Continued from page 4) 

South Walls (above)        North Walls (below) 
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I am frequently asked where I live, and when I say  ‘in 
Chichester’, a good number of the more senior genera-
tion will say ‘isn’t that where Bishop Bell was?’ Well of 
course they are right, but they are surprised to learn how 
much his life and work are still influencing Chichester 
today.  
 

Because I have a knowledge of German, I was asked to 
become a guide to the Cathedral so that I could guide 
some of our German speaking visitors. I soon found that 
many of them were asking about our former Bishop, so I 
began to find out more for myself. This has led to years 
of involvement in ecumenical matters, mainly with the 
Church in Germany, and with reconciliation, diocesan 
partnerships and, as a Church of England Trustee of the 
Dresden Trust,  with the project of rebuilding the 
Frauenkirche, the huge Protestant church in  
Dresden. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Bishop Bell 
 

Chichester’s Bishop George Bell, a former Dean of Can-
terbury, held office from 1929 until 1958. He played a 
central role in the formation of the World Council of 
Churches, and was a familiar figure among International 
Church leaders. He had come to know the German pastor 
and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, (later to be executed 
in Bavaria by the Nazi regime), when Bonhoeffer was a 
pastor at the German church in Sydenham. Their friend-
ship continued and Bonhoeffer respected and trusted his 
friend in Chichester for the rest of his life.  
 

One of George Bell’s great interests was in the Arts, and 
among those artists he helped and encouraged was the 

painter Hans Feibusch, persecuted in his native  
Germany, who came to live in this country, and who 
painted his ‘Baptism of Christ’ for the Baptistry in our 
Cathedral, and also a mural in the Bishop’s chapel in the 
Palace. Bell assisted many refugees from Germany to 
find homes in this country. There is a church in Harrow 
Weald, which has a plaque to his memory :  “… a thank 
offering by men and women who found in Britain a  
refuge from tyranny ……. and as a tribute to George 
Kennedy Allen Bell who, during his occupancy of the 
See of Chichester, was tireless in his activities on their 
behalf.”   So it is not surprising that the German 
churches wanted to show how much he was respected in 
their country, and they showed this years later by their  
financial contribution to the creation of what is known as 
the Anglo-German tapestry in the Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bombing of Dresden 
 

For many though, this Bishop of Chichester is  
remembered for his speech in the House of Lords in 
1944, when he challenged the Government on the policy 
of area bombing of German cities. His name is also con-
nected with his condemnation of the indiscriminate 
bombing of Dresden. And it is to Dresden that we turn to 
witness the theme that would have been close to his 
heart, the theme of Reconciliation. 
 

When Dresden was fire bombed in 1945, the great  
Protestant church was completely destroyed. The ruins 
remained until the re-unification of Germany in 1989.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Work by Feibusch in Chichester 

FROM  CHICHESTER  TO  DRESDEN 

The Frauenkirche, Dresden 
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The Cathedral Rebuilding Project 

 
There was a call to rebuild, and at first the idea was con-
sidered impossible. Because of the enthusiasm and  
dedication of certain individuals in their city, the people 
of Dresden began to believe that it could be done, and set 
out to raise funds for the project. They found support in 
parts of Europe and in the United States. 
In this country, the Dresden Trust was 
founded by Dr Alan Russell, who is now 
a resident of Chichester and a member of 
Chisoc’s Executive Committee. He felt 
that as well as raising memorials to  our 
military leaders, we should com-
memorate the thousands of civilians who 
died in the Second World War. What 
better way than to direct our thoughts 
and our money to this particular project, 
this symbol of Peace, in Dresden?  
 
The Trust raised enough money to pay 
for the reconstruction of the great gilded 
Orb and Cross, which now surmounts 
the huge dome of this magnificent 
church in the centre of the ‘Florence of 
the Elbe.’ Very many people from this 
country had contributed to the fund, in-
cluding the Royal Family, the Govern-
ment, the Church, businesses and private individuals, 
and in 2000 the Cross, made in London as an exact  
replica of the original, was raised to its final position. 
Then in October last year, the church was completed 
after eleven years. The Archbishop of Canterbury  
invited me to attend the Consecration Service, which 
was a great honour, and I 
was especially glad to be 
there as a citizen of 
Chichester, and to  
experience and share in 
the great spirit of  
reconciliation, thankful-
ness and hope expressed 
by the thousands who 
flocked to share in a 
great global occasion. 
Bishop Bell would have 
rejoiced.    
 
The Dresden Trust will 
continue to exist, and to 
support a scholarship 
fund to enable students 
from British schools to study for a period in the Dresden 
area. It will follow with interest the establishment of an 
International Centre at the Frauenkirche, in the pattern of 
the one in Coventry. 
 

 
Other Anglo-German Links 

 
The diocese of Chichester has been involved in links 
with Germany for over 20 years, as a consequence of 
Bishop Bell’s ideas. There are several lively parish part-
nerships: Bishop Luffa School has an exchange scheme 
with a school in Bayreuth; conferences are held between 
priests who have recently completed their training. The 

so-called  “Coburg” series of con-
ferences between Chichester and 
churches in Northern Bavaria are a 
regular part of our relationships with 
both Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
churches. Chichester has led the way in 
what has become an important part of 
the process for Christian Unity, and 
looking back at last year we think of the 
Service held in our Cathedral on the 
anniversary of the ending of the Second 
World War. Did you know that part of 
the order of Service sheet was printed in 
German, and that a large choir from 
Dresden was present at that Service? 
Did you know about the concerts given 
in our Cathedral by choirs from Berlin, 
Bayreuth and the Catholic Cathedral of 
Bamberg? Or that our choir has sung 
extensively in Germany? Have you seen 
the European links noticeboard in the 

Cathedral? I am proud to be part of this continuing proc-
ess of ecumenism and reconciliation.  Paul Foster, from 
our new University, in the collection of essays about 
George Bell, has written about  “. . . Bell’s vision of the 
unity of Christendom, and the primary means deployed 
by him to achieve that desirable goal – the necessity of 

personal friendships.” 
The lives of many of us 
here have been enriched 
by our friendships with 
people in Germany. 
 
Later this year there is 
to be an important exhi-
bition in Bavaria, rather 
like the Chelsea Flower 
Show. A large photo-
graph of the Anglo-
German tapestry, in 
position in our Cathe-
dral, will feature as a 
backdrop in this event, 
bringing the name of 
Chichester to an even 

wider audience. We should be proud of Bishop Bell’s 
legacy. 
     
     Tonie Smith 

(photos by Derek Smith) 

(Continued from page 6) 

The Anglo-German Tapestry 

The Orb and Cross 
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Gravel Pits 
There is a current Minerals Local Plan, but this runs out 
in 2006. WSCC is required by Whitehall to set out a new 
‘Development’ Plan which will run until 2018. An     
advance draft was sent to the Chichester Society - and  
others - for comment before the final draft is published 
this summer for full feedback. 
 

Chichester has the (mis)fortune to sit on large quantities 
of good quality gravel, which is needed for new houses 
and road building. Thus there is no doubt that these de-
posits will 
need to be dug. 
The devil of 
the piece is the 
u n e l e c t e d 
South East 
Regional As-
sembly, which 
has demanded 
a plan to en-
compass 0.91 
million tonnes 
(Mt) of sand 
and gravel per 
annum for the 
f o r e s e e a b l e 
future, al-
though current 
annual produc-
tion is only 
0.78 Mt. The 
Society’s first 
point in re-
sponse was 
that the lower 
figure should be adopted to prevent over-exploitation 
of our environment. 

Massive Lorry Movements 

0.91 Mt probably doesn’t mean much to you! But assume 
an eight-hour day and a six-day week for 50 weeks a 
year, and a 30-tonne lorry load. On this basis, there 
would be one lorry load every 5 minutes, and of course 
the same number of lorries returning. This heavy traffic 
should be borne only by major roads, and not        
allowed to pass through any village or busy         
Chichester street, threatening  safety and amenity .  
 

We have  strongly suggested that in the first instance 
only those sites with easy access to a main road should 
be considered (i.e. for Chichester, close to the A27).  
Other means of transport, for instance, a temporary light 
railway would be more appropriate for other sites. 

. As far as gravel and Chichester are concerned, there 
would seem to be enough sites without having to get too 
close to the National Park. 

There is general agreement on the need for quality      
restoration after each pit is worked out. Government 
guidelines are now against using old pits to dump waste, 
and so escape the obligation to recycle, not in any case 
possible for water-filled pits. Return to farmland or    
recreational use for  is therefore likely.  

The society finds it curious that the government is pro-
posing to drop the ‘restoration bond’ currently required 
of pit operators. This bond has paid for restoration and 
provides an incentive to tidy up quickly after operations 
have ended. We have suggested that the bond system 
should be retained. 

Specific sites 

The draft   pro-
posals include 
a shortlist of 
about 15 sites, 
by considering 
l a n d s c a p e /
visual quality; 
conservation; 
h i s t o r i c       
environment;  
water environ-
ment;  soi l 
quality; rights 
of way; trans-
port; services/
utilities and 
public amen-
ity. The local 
proposals are: 

·   A r o u n d 
F u n t i n g t o n , 
mostly south 
of Common 

Road (to Westbourne). We suggested that with a re-
duced target for extraction (see above), these sites were 
not needed, and were undesirable on landscape, trans-
port and amenity grounds. The same applies to the group 
of sites between West Broyle and Lavant 

·   The Valdoe, north of Goodwood airfield, and King-
sham, south of the A27, already have planning permis-
sion and it would be difficult to prevent further           
development.  

·   Finally, there is a very large area of gravel following 
the line of the flood relief channel dividing Chichester 
from Oving. Although any gravel pit is obtrusive, we 
think that gravel digging in this area would cause least 
disturbance,  provided that the pits are kept at a reason-
able distance from Oving and other villages. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Map of possible gravel sites north-west of the City (sites named in bold) 

Your Committee has  
discussed ... 

B2178 

A286 
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The new Pallant House gates 
The Trustees of Pallant House have applied for permis-
sion to place a gate or screen across the gateway at the 
front of Pallant House, between the ‘dodos’. The design 
of the screen is in modern stainless steel. Although    
opinion was divided as to whether the screen itself has 
merit, we strongly objected to its positioning in front of a 
Grade 1 listed building.  

Wheelie Bins 
Love them or hate them, wheelie bins are now a part of 
the Chichester scene. The Society expressed forebodings 
about the disfigurement of streets as less environmen-
tally-inclined residents might be inclined to leave these 
intrusive objects about. 
 
 

So it’s time for a progress report. I am pleased to say that 
within the walls, bins are nearly all tucked away out of 
sight except for collection day. It is ironic though, that 
the conspicuous ones that I did find, in Little London, are 
next to a 1986 Heritage Award building! 
 

Outside the Walls, anything goes, particularly in some 
streets of terraced houses. The picture to the right is of 
Cavendish Street, but it could have been taken in a  
number of places. Could any councillor who voted for 
the introduction of wheelie bins hold their hands up and 
say that they are happy with this situation in Cavendish 
Street? And in Orchard Street, on a corner where school-
children come and go, bins are left on the pavement all 
day, every day! 
 

Housing Infilling 
Your committee has given a cautious welcome to plans 
for infilling as outlined in the Local Development Frame-
work. Along with the authors of the LDF, we are con-
cerned that the building of more houses could consume 

ever more greenfield sites.  

This principle of “brownfield” infill holds good until you 
start looking at  individual sites. In the first instance, we 
would like CDC to designate areas worth conserving as 
they stand. This could involve new Conservation Areas 
and Tree  Preservation Orders within them. 

Where infilling does take place, it should not spoil    
characteristic and classic vistas, such as the Lavant Road 
approach to Chichester, nor disrupt such views by allow-
ing the development of a multitude of tiny cul-de-sacs. 
Any new building should be in keeping with its          
surroundings, in terms of materials, styles and height. 

The density of housing will vary, being naturally higher 
in the city centre. We think that the minimum of 40 
dwellings per hectare (16 per acre) in the LDF should 
also be a maximum except for  developments in easy 
walking distance of the city centre. We will be keeping 
planning applications under review with these principles 

in mind. 
 

We looked recently at one such proposal to demolish 
four houses on the corner of Brandy Hole Lane and  
replace them with an ‘assisted living’ development. On 
the whole, we feel that with an ageing population in the 
area, this type of development is becoming more neces-
sary. The actual design appears to be well thought out, 
with due attention to both living styles and external land-
scaping. The promoters do not expect the residents to be 
driving cars and they intend to provide regular minibus 
transport to the city centre. Still, we think that not 
enough parking has been provided, either for visitors to 
the 86 residents, nor for night staff even if day staff can 
be persuaded to use public transport! 

We would not like the density of dwellings (well over the 
target for the District of 40 per hectare) to be quoted as a 
precedent.  

    David Wilson 

(Continued from page 8) 

A Heritage Award in  
Little London from 1986 
(above) - but what 
awards for bins there in 
2006? (left). Scene in 
Cavendish Street (right). 
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Early Spring Garden Hints from Trudi Harrison  

My, it’s been bitter this winter!  Despite it all there 
are still a few delights that have lit up the gloomy 
skies. Greeting me with a cheery bloom the iris un-
guicularis  battles on from early December  right 
through till May sometimes; it’s a good value plant 
and one any garden can enjoy. Seaside gardens are 
not too unlike city   
gardens; we both enjoy 
a warmer climate, the 
walls of buildings, 
with the roads and 
pavements, act like    
storage radiators,     
absorbing the sun’s 
heat during the day and 
releasing it over night. 
This is why it’s not 
uncommon to see 
fuschias in bloom in 
the depths of winter in 
Chichester gardens. If 
you use these micro 
climates to your advan-
tage you quickly dis-
cover  a wide range of 
such lovely plants to 
enjoy. Even in the  
outskirts of Chichester 
city, the very mild 
southern climate  
allows us such a vast 
range of plants to  
savour.  
 

Currently in my garden 
the lemon flowers of 
coronilla valentina 
have merged with the 
fiery red berries of my 
pyracantha to produce 
a lovely clash of colour,  growing alongside each 
other on an East facing fence in heavy clay. It won’t 
be too long now before I start seeing the usual array 
of bulbs heralding the start of another season, lovely 
jewels like tulipa sprengeri, some of the last spring 
like flowers to appear and among my greatest      
favourites. 
 

I get so excited this time of year, seeing the leaves 
of the bulbs pop up, knowing that very soon the 
grim winter will soon depart. It’s a busy time of year 
now for us gardeners: seeds to sow, borders to tidy 

in preparation for spring colour. I find if I get ahead 
of the game now, it’s not such a chore later, and, 
whilst folk toil away in the garden on the first bank 
holiday, I can get out and about enjoying other 
things. It only needs a 30 minute bash on a Saturday 
and Sunday to tidy up that bush, divide that peren-

nial, clear up those 
leaves, attack that inva-
sive weed, and, by the 
time spring arrives, you 
will be in charge of 
your garden.  
 

There are few Chiches-
ter gardens open to the 
public; the wide range 
of plants in the Bishop’s 
Garden must surely be 
the tip of the iceberg. 
Have you got a favour-
ite plant that thrives in 
Chichester? Maybe a 
group planting that gets 
your pulse racing each 
year? You could need 
some advice on what to 
plant in an awkward 
spot. What plants would 
you recommend to oth-
ers gardening in Chich-
ester?  
 

Tell me about it and 
maybe I could pop 
along with my camera 
and trusty pencil and 
write about it in this 
column. It doesn’t have 
to be a garden of excel-
lence: that’s not what 

the majority of gardeners have. In my view anyone 
who enjoys plants therefore has a wonderful garden 
or balcony because they care enough to try.  
 
I would dearly love to just capture a little cameo 
of the gardens of Chichester in the 21st century 
for future generations. Your identity will be kept 
strictly confidential if you so wish.  
 
Just ring me on 01243 673215 or email me at  
stixandme@aol.com . 
 

coronilla valentina (above) iris unguicularis  (below) 
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Priory Park: Keep it Rural, Informal and Calm , We Say 
Don’t make it an Anytown bulk-standard Municipal Park 

There is a case for improving and beautifying aspects of 
the Park and many of the detailed recommendations 
made in the consultants’ Report to the CDC are sound. 
However, we believe that much of the Report misses the 
point of the Park and the reasons why it is so attractive. 
The Park is informal, rural, calm, perfect for cricket and 
other relatively quiet activities, and just right for children 
to play in  and for anyone to sit or walk and enjoy. 
 

The overall thrust of the consultants' proposals would 
create a municipal park like so many others in so many 
towns. We recommend that many of the proposals are 
rethought or dropped. 
 

We oppose 
 

·   The grand-
stand, which would 
intrude and change 
the nature of the Park. 
"Various entertain-
ment activities" are 
not appropriate to this 
Park, and could well 
become a source of 
disturbing noise for 
residents in surround-
ing roads and for ordi-
nary park  users. A 
bandstand could also 
become the focus for 
unruly    activity. 
 �  The current 
cafe proposals. We would agree to a cafe built in tradi-
tional materials in keeping with surrounding key fea-
tures. We oppose the construction of a "contemporary 
cafe building" which risks unprecedented ugliness if the 
picture-impression provided is any guide. It seems spuri-
ous to cite "a link between the historical folly and the 
cafe" to justify such a design approach. Any cafe would 
benefit from a green sitting-out area where children 
could be seen playing by their parents, but pub-style pic-
nic tables would be totally inappropriate in this setting. 
·  The large paved square proposed for the main en-
trance and the semi-circular paving at the southern en-
trance, and the Report's tendency throughout the recom-
mendations to increase hard standing at the expense of 
the present green and overwhelmingly rural character 
(which is succinctly characterised by the phrase "rus in 
urbe" ). Hard standing tends to be formal, harsh and can 
encourage speed activities like skateboarding. Where a 
hard surface is really justified, stone is preferable to  

tarmac. 
·  The "re-equipping with timber style play equip-
ment with a castle theme" in the play area. This is a play 

area in a park; it is not in a pub or a garden centre. Be-
sides, the existing play areas are already well appreciated 
and have only recently been repainted and additional fea-
tures added. 
   

We support 
 

�       All recommendations for increasing the planting of 
trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials, bulbs and wild 
flowers,  particularly on the slopes, the Motte and by the 
main entrance. However, formal, regimented lines of 
planting of flowers or trees should be avoided, as should 
geometric beds surrounded by paving. We need to en-

hance the informal 
garden and country 
atmosphere not cre-
ate plantings more 
appropriate to the 
front at a seaside 
town. 
 �       Better main-
tained hedges, rail-
ings and gates. 
   

 �        The public 
furniture statement. 
But we have deep 
reservations about 
areas of public art so 
much of which fails, 
and so many such 
areas become the 
focus of neglect and 

vandalism. The objective selection of such pieces and 
sites becomes crucial. 
  

In Option 3 the consultants seem to make recommenda-
tions with significant costs. We have pergolas, and 
"contemporary planters", and timber decking, a "fluid 
cafe building", more paths, an even bigger pub-style play 
area, and so on. Most of this is entirely inappropriate and 
unnecessary. 
  
           David Laing 

Congratulations Peggy! 
 

We are delighted to report the wedding on 21st 
January of our long-time advertising manager, 
Peggy Haynes, who retired from the post last  
November. Her husband is Ronald Prankerd.  

We wish them both every happiness. 
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Retail Reminiscences by Jane Carpenter 

. 
Chichester has always been home to me. My earliest 
memories of it are immediately pre-war. A very 
compact city, selling everything any reasonable   
person could want. 
 

Beginning in North Street, with my weekly penny (1d) 
burning a hole in my pocket, we called at Mickey’s, a tiny 
shop which sold tobacco and sweets. Mr. Mickey usually 
stood outside and spoke to men as they passed. Some-
times they'd go into the shop and upstairs. It was many 
years later that I discovered what was purveyed in the   
upstairs room! Smurthwaits was next, a very deep shop 
which sold paint, paraffin, putty, white wash and a vast 
variety of d.i.y. items, though not called that of course. 
 

Kimbells, where in North Street Marks and Spencers now 
trade, was a beautiful cafe and cake shop with an arched 
staircase at the rear; this led up to balconies which ran 
round the first floor. It was glamorous and romantic. Both 
the staircase and balconies survived the shop’s days as  
Perrings furniture store but alas, floor space is the order of 
the day with M&S. 
 

There were at least three grocers in North Street alone and 
all well patronised. Above Russell and Bromleys was a 
Fullers cafe where you could buy their famous coffee and 
walnut cake. On the opposite corner stood Charges -now 
the HSBC Bank. The ground floor sold ladies’ knitwear 
and underwear. Ladies’ directoire knickers (vast passion-
killing objects; "flesh pink or white, Madam?") were dis-
creetly formed into square parcels so that gentlemen 

would never guess what was inside! A sign with a point-
ing finger informed that upstairs ladies costumes and 
mantles could be found. 
 

Shippams had a shop where Milletts are. They sold pies, 
sausages, potted meats, their famous pastes and much else 
- food that really tasted of what it purported to be. 
One of the most memorable shops was in East Street, 
Bunns the greengrocers.  It was open fronted (presumably 
shutters were fitted at night) and lit by Tilley lamps which 
hissed alarmingly. Mrs Bunn was a redoubtable lady who 
I once saw throw a bag of over-ripe tomatoes at a cus-
tomer who said that the condition was immaterial as they 
were only for the servants. As the juice and seeds slid 
down the customer’s fur coat, an unrepentant Mrs Bunn 
shouted "Now sling your hook". My mother, who was 
clearly on Mrs. Bunn’s side, said the coat would be  
unharmed as it was only musquash. Saddlers the seed 
merchants, also in East Street, sold every sort of gardening 
need and dog-biscuits which were in sacks with neatly 
rolled down tops. A huge scoop carried the biscuits to the 
scales which tilted and poured the contents into sturdy 
brown paper bags. 
 

On the corner of East Walls was Sharpe Garlands - I be-
lieve it was the oldest shop in Chichester. A cavernous 
place with mahogany counters and banks of wooden 
drawers all marked with the contents. They roasted and 
ground coffee and sliced bacon to just the thickness re-
quired, made paper cones for sugar and patted butter into 
shape with small wooden bats.  There were chairs for   

customers’ comfort and a shelf on 
which to rest a basket.  I was always 
given a minute enamel dish with a 
handful of sultanas on it. What 
would the health and safety nannies 
make of that? Open 9-5 every day for morning coffee,  

brunches, lunches, 
afternoon tea and homemade cakes. 

 

Log fire, leather sofas, licensed. 
 

SUNDAY ROASTS  OUR SPECIALITY   
 

RUSSELLS GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAIN ROAD, BIRDHAM 

Bookings 01243  511156  


