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June 12, 2010
Dear Mr Carvell
Re: 10/02034/FUL – The Heritage, Winden Avenue
The Executive Committee of this society has considered this application, and is concerned about the traffic implications. Until these traffic problems are sorted out, we would object to the scheme. We do however think that the use of such a site close to the town centre is very appropriate for supported accommodation, that the design and landscaping of the development is of high quality, and in principle that the scheme should go ahead.
Residents of Winden Avenue have already expressed their concern about the extra pressure that the additional number of cars requiring access to The Heritage site will generate. We would echo their concern, though tempered somewhat by our Committee’s experience of similar developments.
The ‘supported’ accommodation, of 60 units, has 15 spaces allocated. Those on the committee who visit friends and relations who live in similar developments have noted that this ratio is typical, and that only very rarely is there any overspill on to neighbouring roads. For the private dwellings, the assumption that occupants will be content to restrict themselves to one car without any sort of covenant seems improbable. In similar housing in North Walls, Chichester, at less distance from the city centre, 5 out of sixteen houses are now two-car families; five years ago there were none.
A further pressure on Winden Avenue parking space is the fact that a number of residents or visitors or maybe commuters/shoppers on a casual basis are using The Heritage site for parking space now, and will not be able to do so in the future.

We think that the parking problems in the area need to be looked at as a whole. This leads us to the conclusions that:

· The Heritage site should continue to be regarded as zone 2, and not re-classified as zone 1, implying that more parking spaces should be designed into The Heritage site to cover the needs of the private residents
· The parking problems of the Whyke area should be treated as a whole, with commuter and shopper parking prevented by making the area a residents-only (excluding The Heritage residents) Controlled Parking Zone, as is the case, say, around Washington Street where the system works well.

· Pavement parking in Winden Avenue, which is the de facto situation and indeed reasonable given the width of the pavements, should be authorised by appropriate regulation, to ensure that access for emergency services to the Heritage is not blocked. 
· Permission for development of The Heritage should not be given until these problems are resolved.

Yours sincerely
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David Wilson

Hon Secretary
